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From Friday June 10. to Tuefday June 14. 1715. 


T has been my Ambition, ever fince my firft 
Appearance in publick, not only ro recom. 
mend Vertue and difcountenance Vice ; but 
likewife to promote all Arts and Sciences, 

and to furnifh the Curious from time to time 
with new Amufementrs, fuch as might either di- 


- yert or inftruct them. Hence it is thar I am rea- 


dy upon every Occafion to bring to light ob{fcure 
Merit, and to ufher into the World the Perfor- 
mances of unknown Philofophers, by the Weight 
my Recommendations may give them. Upon 
this Account the following Letrer claims a Place 
in my Paper, as coming from a Gentleman, who 


‘feems to want nothing but encouragement, to in- 
‘duce him to oblige the Nation with many ingeni- 


ous and ufeful Difcoveries. 
To ANTHONY GIZZARD, EG; 
Worthy $I R, 


a: SIN CE ir appears by your Writings, that 


you are the Patron of the Difcontented,: I 
* have made bold to apply to you for your private 


-* Opinion of my Cafe, before I do in amore pub- 


* lick Manner petition your Board for a Licenfe 
* to grumble; my pretentions to that Liberty, can- 
not be better reprefented to you, than by-a fhort 
Narrative of my Life. 

“My Mother was by Birth a Spaniard; my 
Father was an Engliflman, and a worthy Mem- 
ber of the Royal Society. Whilft he lived, I 
was bred ar Merchant-Taylors School, where I 
made fo great a Proficiency, as to be ripe for 
the Univerfiry ar Nine Years of Age. About 
thar Time my Farher died ; and my Mother 
thereupon refolving ro revifit her Native Coun- 
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try, carried me with her into the Kingdom of 
Leon in Spain, and placed me to profecuté my 
Studies at the famous Univérfity of Salamanca. 
There I applied my felf to the Mathématicks 
and the more abftrufe Secrets of Phyfick. The 
former I ftudied clandeftinely for fear of the In- 
guifition ; but the larter I profeffed openly, and 
{oon grew very famous in it: Infomuch that 
having performed fome amazing Cures, I was 
called, by Way of Pre-eminence, THE S A- 
LAMANCA-DOCTOR. Having now 
acquired a comperent Forrune by my Practice, 
and my Mother being dead, I determined to re- 
turn into Britain, in order to ‘purfue my favou- 
rite Inclination to the Mathematicks more a- 
vowedly. In my Voyage, I was taken by a 
French Privateer, and robbed of all my Riches 
and my Liberty at-once. ae 
‘ At Rheims, where I remained a Prifoner oné 
Year and nineteen Days, I followed Geometry 
with fuch Affiduity, that when I was fent over 
into England upon a general Ranfom, I had com- 
pleatly {quared the Circle, within one fmall 
Fraction, fcarce worth the Mentioning. : 
‘| pafs’d myTime but indifferently in this Ifland 
without Money, and could barely keep my felf 
from ftarving with all my Noftrum's ; when an 
Uncle dying lefe me two thoufand Pounds. 
With this Fund I fer up-an Elaboratory, and be- 
ing profoundly skilled in Chymiftry, by the Af- 
fiftance of Trifmegiftus, I was fo far advanced in 
the Opus magnum, as to be within three Minutes 
of Projection, when my villainous Servant, fu- 
borned to it by my Enemies, put three Drains 
of Charcoal, more than was prefcribed, udder 
the Crucible ; which made a Bubble rife, and 
* forced 
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© fSrced me to begin anew a three Years Procefs, 
¢ in which I am now engaged, with a moft pro- 
¢ mifing Profpect of Succefs. 

‘ Two Years ago I likewife invented a perpe- 

¢ rual Motion, compofed of Brafs, Steel and A- 
‘ gare, which by a malignant Influence of the 
* Stars, has ftood ftill ever fince the laft Eclipfe. 

.* All my former Difappointments I have fup- 

‘ ported with Patience ; but the laft which hap- 
* pened ro me this Winter, has exhaufted my 
* whole ftock of Philofophy. 

” € You muft know I have infallibly difcovered 
* the Longitude ; and yet cannot get one Man 
* upon the Exchange to advance me five Shillings 
* upon my Project, although I have Parliamenta- 

* ry Security ie twenty thoufand Pounds. My 
* Invention has been run down by interefted Men, 

‘ but I defire to fubmit to the impartial Judgment 
‘ of Mr. Gizzard, whether it is not infinitely pre- 
* ferable to any that has yet appeared ? q 

“ One fharp-fighted Aftronomer has happily dif- 
* covered an invifible fixed Star near the Live. 

* which doubrlefs will be of infinite ufe to all 
* thofe, that can bring their Eyes to fee it. Be 
* that as it will, all the Longitudinarians agree in 
‘ this one Point, that if Time could by any 
‘ Means be exactly meafured at Sea, the Diffi- 
* culty would be over. But their Methods of at- 
* tempting this, are very liable to Exceptions, 

‘ when compared with mine. 
© © Mr. Van Queeren has found, that this Affair 
* might foon be adjuftéd, by placing a Watch in 
‘ a Vacuum, or void Space, fo as to preferve it 
‘ from the Influence of the Air. But then how 

‘to wind up that Warch withoutl etting in one 
* particle of Air is the Queftion; and how indeed 
* to makea genuine Vacuum is another Quettion. 

‘ The next Genrleman, I fhall mention, is one 

* who has pretended to calculate Time by Mer- 
‘ cury. Hts Effay upon this Subject is very plau- 
‘ ible: But Iam of Opinion, thar this Mineral 
‘ may ferve to carry a Man very fafely out of 
the World, but not round ir. 

‘ A Third very ingenious Specularift, whofe 
‘ Head runs very much upon Wheels, has pro- 
_ * pofed, that Mr. Tompion's great Clock (which 

* corrects the Sun) fhould be bought for the Ufe 
* of rhe Publick; and thara fufficient Number of 
-  Dial-Plates, fhould be made anfwering to the 
‘ Plate of thar Clock; then, thar the Index of 
‘ Mr. Tompion’s Clock, and the Indexes of all 
* thofe Dial-Plates, fhould be touched with a 
‘ Loadftone, in order to make them all move 
‘ fympathetically rogether how far diftanr foever 
* from each other. Thus (he imagines) Time might 
‘ be reduced toa Standard Meafure throughout 
‘ the Globe. This being the moft Practicable of 
all the Projects I have feen, excepting my own, 
‘ LT have placed ir laft. 
) * And now, Sir, that I have fhewn you the un- 
. profirable Schemes of my Contemporaries, I 
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come to prefent you with mine, which I will 
venture to fay, is calculated with the Care of 
a Huygens. 

‘ J agree with all our other modern Sages, that 
the true Menfuration of Time at Sea, is the 
only Thing wanting to fix the Lorigitude. Were 
you therefore to convey a fplenetick Gentleman 
to Sea, and oblige him to count his Pulfe from 
the Downs to the Southfeas, fhe Work would be 
done. There are alfo divers fedate Perfons to 
be found, who eat, drink, and fleep with more 
regularity than any Pendulum can move at Sea ; 
thefe might be employed as proper Machines for 
fettling the Longitude. There are likewife pe- 
riodical Difeafes, tuch as Agues, which mighr 
be of great ufe at Sea, if reduced by my skill in 
Phyfick to hold out a long Voyage, in which the 
Patient would Meafure Time with more exa. 
nefs, than any Chronometer or Hour-Glafs, 

‘ All thefe are Methods which I have invented, 
and which might be put in Practice with much 
greater Succes than any of thoie hitherto men- 
tioned : But as even chefé are fubject to Acci- 
dents, I prize my felf in being Author of one Ex- 
periment more, which if any Man has but Pa- 
tience to atrend, cannot fail of fixing the Mea. 
{ure of Time to a Nicety. 

‘ Take a little Board of Box, or Ebony finely 
polifhed ; let it be two Foor long, and five Jn- 
ches broad ; ar an Inch diftance from each End 
of the Board, fix an Ivory Peg, of an Inch high, | 
and of the thickne{s of a Goote-Quill ; for di- 
{tinction fake, we will call the one Peg A, and 
the other Peg B. The obferver of the Longi- 
tude fitting fedarely in his Chair, with this Board | 
lying before him upon a Table, hall take our | 
of a Box provided for that putpole, a black Snail 
of three Inches long: (Let him place this Ani- 
mal with one Hand at Peg 4, in his otherHand | 
let him hold a Lettice Leaf at a due diftance | 
from the Snail’s Mouth, fo as not to rouch his 
Horns. Thus with his Hand he mutt intice the 
Reptile after the Lettice round the Peg B, back 
again to the Peg A, and fo on.----Now from of- 
ten repeated Experiments, I find the Time (in 
which a black Snail of the aforefaid Dimention, 
tempted by a Lettice Leaf, will creep from Peg 
A, round Peg B, back again to Peg A) to be e- 
leven Minutes, nine Seconds and a Half. 

‘ Thus Time may be precifely known at Sea, 
and the Longitude thereby determined : So that 
I pretend to an indifpurable Claim to the rwen- 
ty thoufand Pounds as the Rewardy of my La- 
bour: Which if I am refufed, then I hope you 
will permit me to commence, 





PANETT Ae 


- Your grumbling humble Servant, 


Perer Problem. 





LONDON: Printed by W. WixximNs, at the Dolphin is 
Little-Britain ; and Sold by J. Ropers, i Warwick-Lane. 
Where Advertifements are taken in. 














